Hi Margaret,

Another newsletter.

Sue and Kimba
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Dear Guide Dog Users of Canada Member, 

          The board of GDUC would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your partners a happy and healthy 2003. We hope that you will keep us informed of any matters that are guide dog related that come into your life. We can't help each other if we are left in the dark. Meanwhile, the snow falls and even if we don't like it our dogs probably do.

          Best wishes

GDUC Board

                                   Reports

Here we are into the New Year and it is time that we issued a report on what has been happening as far as your board is concerned.

       Chris Moore, our Membership Chairman, put together the taped report that our members who do not use email received in October of 2002. At present time our membership fifty members. The majority comes from Ontario with 40. From the remaining ten, three are from British Columbia, three from Alberta, one in Manitoba, one from Quebec, one from Newfoundland as well as an associate member from Georgia USA. As you can see we are far from equally represented in all provinces. This is certainly understandable since Ontario has the bigger population but we still need to reach guide dog users all across this vast country of ours. It is hoped that as we mature as a group we will reach more guide dog teams.

       These new members have joined since September 2002. We wish to welcome all to GDUC.

Christine Ross & Betsy

Jolene Smith & Bridey

Monique La Freniere & Rupert

Jean Menzies & Stetson

Dan MeKay & Kodiak

Carol Cotton & Opera

Mike Otterman & Quip

Deborah Mayne & Cheddar

Rebecca Redmile & Amber

We also welcome new partners for Chris Moore, Black Labrador Nike, Reg  Sullivan and golden retriever / lab Davis, Christine Nieder and her yellow Lab Velda. May it be a long and happy partnership for everyone.

Report on Wellness fund   Penny Leclair

The GDUC Wellness Fund has received a few requests for assistance; unfortunately we could not provide the assistance to three people who are hearing dog users.

       The members of the Wellness fund have been communicating with CNIB, Lesley Crater, she confirmed that CNIB has a special fund to assist guide dog users. We viewed documents sent to us and have shared our comments and concerns with Lesley. We still have not seen an announcement of this new fund by CNIB; however, once I can confirm the documents sent to us are finalized we will share them with our members.

Our major expressed concern, regarding the CNIB fund, is that there is no direct involvement of a guide dog user providing consultation. We understand that a few blind people who are guide dog users have been involved with the development of this fund, two members of GDUC, Robert J Fenton and Mike Yale. However, there is no mention, in the documentation of ongoing consultation of a guide dog user. 

       Our members seem to have had guides that are staying healthy; hence the committee has not had work to do with administering funds. That is good news.

Craig Goodenough is glad to report that the GDUC golf shirts are in and everyone who has had the opportunity to try one on is delighted. Don't miss this opportunity to sport this well made dark blue shirt. You will look great both coming and going as featured on the front is the GDUC logo and on the back the footprints of a person are shown side by side with the paw prints of his partner. It's such a great shirt that I bought two so send your $25.00 to Craigenough at;               

Craig Goodenough,

                     2767 Shering Crescent,

                     Innisfil

                     Ontario,

                     L9S 1G9

The sizes do not run small and are as follows; Medium, Large, Extra Large, and 2ExtraLarge. This is a perfect opportunity to do two things at once. You can buy yourself or a friend a truly limited edition shirt and at the same time increase the GDUC coffers. Why wait when you can do it Now!

        Dog  "On Dits"

"We give dogs time we can spare, space we can spare and love we can spare. And in return, dogs give us their all.  It's the best deal man has ever made."

"The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue."

Problem Corner

Diana Bissett is your link with the Board of GDUC. If you have a problem that you feel needs to be addressed by our organization let her know. This quarter Diana reports that she has receive no messages from our membership. Reach Diana at bissett@sympaaatico.ca 

                                    Via Rail Off Track

The Council for Canadians with disabilities is having to learn the value of patience as it is still waiting for a decision in regards to their complaints about Via Rail's French made Renaissance Cars.  The two-year mark has been passed and these controversial cars were to be halted while the matter was considered by the Canadian Transportation agency. In actual fact, nothing was halted and a few minor changes were made which did not answer CCD's main complaints. Furthermore, these same rail cars are now in use on the Montreal Toronto run while Minister Collenette turns a blind eye to this wayward and backward looking federal agency Via Rail. Even an article in MaCleans failed to put Via's train on the right track.

     It seems almost implausible that in this day and age, when the disabled are gaining a greater voice in matters that effect their everyday life, that we should even be having this battle over Via Rail's cheap solution to their rolling stock problem. However it would appear that our government would prefer to be on the side of the disabled as long as they do not have to pay the bill. 

          These cars are worse than the old cars they were bought to replace, as far as access for the disabled is concerned. Aisles are too narrow to accommodate wheel chairs and the space allotted for the chairs are inadequate. Should you be confined to a wheel chair you better have good kidneys because you will never make it through the washroom door. 

       If you are a guide dog user, Mike Yale reports the following "I looked at those rail cars myself, and found the aisles very narrow, handles that stuck out which meant you had to use your dog on long leash ahead of you; if you tried walking beside your dog, those handles often poked you in the side; one place had raised print letters, even a small Braille label, but posted on a surface at knee level, not where you would normally look for it; it would not have been a comfortable trip with a dog for any length of time, if you wanted a sleeper.  For coach seating, there was one spot where a seat had been removed, and lots of room for your dog, except for two problems; one being the flooring was slanted in most places, so your dog would not have firm footing or a level place to lie down; and second, with only one spot with

a seat removed, two persons traveling with two dogs couldn't have sat together comfortably.  You could sit in front of your partner, but because of the high backed seats, plus train sounds, you couldn't hear one another to speak.  I was not impressed."

       Guide Dog Users of Canada has been well represented on the Minister of Transport's Advisory Committee on Accessible Transportation (ACAT) by Doreen Yale and most recently by Mike Yale when Doreen was unable to attend.  Mike reminds us that, "The CTA decision about the accessibility of these Via Rail cars has not yet come down, with all parties still waiting.  The decision was expected, virtually promised in April, 2002, the same month the Minister promised that the cars would meet specifications for accessibility or they would not be put into service.  In the meantime, the cars are being used with that decision not released yet."

     This is an issue that affects us all. We hope to hear some positive answers in 2003 and not the shallow promises of the past. As long as our government puts dollars ahead of the rights of disabled Canadians to travel unimpeded by barriers then our society is not as compassionate nor as just as most Canadians want it to be.

Special Note Since Doreen Yale will not be able to attend the next CTA meeting to be held on February 13th and 14th in Hull Quebec, Joyce Maine has kindly volunteered to represent GDUC and make our concerns heard. Thank you Joyce for filling in.

 Can dogs see color?

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AnimalCommunicationsList

Can Dogs See Colour came to my attention through Loveable Labs. I found it interesting and hope you do too.    Kat & Hick

It is not true that dogs are completely colorblind. While dogs do not have the same color vision as humans, they are able to tell yellow from blue. Like a human with red-green colorblindness, they are unable to tell the difference between red and green. The reason for this limited range, in both the colorblind human and the dog, is   that there are only two kinds of color receptors in the retinas of their eyes While most humans have three kinds of color cells, with three different receptor molecules sensitive to blue, greenish-yellow, and red, dogs only have receptors for yellow and greenish-blue.

        Canine eyes also lack another human trait: the fovea, an area especially dense with detail-sensing cells. As a result, their detail vision is not as good as ours. But they make up for this by having much better night vision and greater sensitivity

to movement.                By David the Dogman

We wish Happy Birthday to Richard Marion's Gina who will be celebrating a birthday on January 29th and to Kilo partner to Penny LeClair with her birthday on March the fourth. Best wishes from all of us at GDUC.

.

 Birthdays; No, not yours or mine but your dog. Please send me the date of your dog's birthday so we can offer him many happy returns in our issue of 2 By 4. Send your information to kwilson@Niagara.com  

        Or;       Kathy Wilson,

              25 Autumn Place, 

St. Catharines, 

Ont. L2P 3W3. 

Since each of us observe our partner's birthday in our own special way, I hope that each member will share this information so that we can wish your dog well in the appropriate issue of 2 by 4 and perhaps a personal greeting near the time of the event.

Dog "on Dits" part two

"I wonder what goes through his mind when he sees us peeing in his water bowl." -Penny Ward Moser

"Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea." -Robert A. Heinlein

 "Let's Meet" is an opportunity for the readers of 2 By 4 to get to know one of its members a little better. As the months pass and the issues are created I hope many of you will be willing to share a bit of your personal history with the membership. This time Dan McKay, GDUC's newest member is in the spot light. I hope all of you are as delighted with his story as I am. K&H

. 

Let's Meet Dan Mc Kay

Dan explained that Glaucoma was discovered in both eyes when he was thirteen brought on because of a birthmark. Which affected both eyes. He spent many months and all his teen-age years at Sick Kids in Toronto. After many, many surgeries in both eyes, I went totally blind in my right eye at age seventeen because of the glaucoma and a totally detached retina. They did save my left as the retina was also detached at that time. That retina stayed attached till age forty-four. There were many more surgeries, both for glaucoma and five more retina detachments. I have had over sixty eye surgeries throughout this crap. Now that I am totally blind, it is honestly a relief, as I no longer have to wonder if the next surgery will work as far as giving me some better vision.

 I went blind in my left eye on December 16, 1997 while under going a major eye implant for the glaucoma. I attended an intensive rehab-training course through the CNIB in Toronto mid April 1998 until June 20, 1998. The rehab entailed both disciplines of Life Skills training, Braille, oven safety, stove top safety, setting up a file cabinet, you know what I mean. The other half the time we did O and M training, learning to get about safely in Toronto, malls, streets, hospitals, subways and more. 

I joined the Cochran District Long Term Care Committee when I returned, I was asked to sit as a consumer. We are a part of the Algoma, Cochran, Manitoulin, Sudbury District Health Council. We deal directly with the Ministry of Health.

In July 1999 I had a cataract surgery of my left eye in hopes of giving me some better light perception. That opened a can of worms, five retina detachments later and two laser surgeries to fight the scar tissue build up. Finally on February 11, 2000 while in retina surgery the retina fell totally apart like a moth eaten sweater as my ophthalmologist phrased it. 

  November 2000, I joined the Timmins Accessibility Committee. I helped recruit and have been the co chair as a consumer for the past two years. I was recently picked to sit on the Municipal Accessibility Committee, which the municipalities with populations of over 10,000 have to form. These committees are under the legislation of the ODA. Also last month, I was asked to become a member of the board of directors of the agency of Access Better Living.

 I do enjoy being on these committees, it is my way of paying back for all the support that I received which enabled me to have a smooth transition from the sighted to the blind world. No big deal, there is so many others in life that have it so much more challenging. 

I applied for a guide in mid September 2000 at the school of Guide Dogs for the Blind. Had everything in place, home interview and was accepted into the school by November 2000. I started in Boring, Oregon, the satellite campus. It's a great facility and an awesome organization. I was introduced to Kodiak on Wednesday, January 17, 2001.  What an emotional feeling when you are introduced to your guide for the first time, heart felt rush. Love it. 

At first in training you are so rigid and awkward with the harness. My first real bonding and meshing in harness happened about a week and half into the course. We were doing a sidewalk less route followed with a country walk route. Kodiak was amazing on the sidewalkless, rounding all the corners at the right time and identifying vehicle that were parked on the streets. That built confidence. Then we did the country route, well, that was a total high. He was flying but we were in total control. It is so euphoric to be able to step right out again with top speed, control, confidence bonding with an extension of your arm, your buddy. It is amazing the fact that your buddies only want to please you and give you all their heart and soul. I love Kodiak and everything about being a part of a dog guide team. 

When we returned home on February 11, 2001, what a challenge. Kodiak only saw snow flurries not ten foot snow banks and not to mention 30 below Celsius. I was lucky to have an O and M instructor, Adam, here in Timmins, to help us through the transition. I do give major credit to him for being a major part of the success of Kodiak and me becoming a successful team. 

 I was living at home with my parents when we returned. They just didn't get it about dog guide edicat. My father was even feeding him behind my back.  Loose stool, dirty dish and putting on weight. Wrong. We had hard times. I applied for a geared to income apartment in early April. I didn't get one until March 28, 2002.

Kodiak and I love it. Things are much smoother with my parents.  My number one priority is to give my time to Kodiak. We do get busy with meetings but not all the time and even when we do I make sure we have our time to walk, groom and of course give the hugs, belly pets and kisses. We rarely miss a walk and I mean rarely. We seldom walk under five miles and often up to ten miles a day.

 Kodiak is in top shape. Three years using the cane just doesn't compare to guiding. I think of cane travel as baby steps in life and guide travel as running marathons again. I did a lot of running and did enter a couple of marathons while sighted.

Kodiak and I have also made some presentations during this past year. We've talked to service clubs, service provider agencies and elementary schools. At the end of each talk I took Kodiak's harness off and allowed the kids to come and meet him. Kodiak loves kids, dogs, cats, adults and anything else in life.

Your Northern Ontario friends

Dan and Kodiak

                            Dog Cold Weather Tips

   While wintertime can be a wonderful time to spend outdoors with your dog enjoying the snow, scenery and weather, it's also a time to be careful and address your dog's additional cold weather needs. Here are just a few common-sense tips recommended by the American Kennel Club to help your canine companion survive winter's chill unscathed.

-        For outdoor dogs, adequate shelter is an absolute necessity. Your dog must be kept warm, dry, and away from drafts. Additionally, shorthaired dogs may need a doggy sweater.

-        Don't leave your dog outside for extended periods. The wind chill factor will make the days colder than actual temperature readings indicate.

   - Watch out for frostbite if you live in an extreme weather area. Signs of frostbite include red or gray skin that may slough. Contact your veterinarian as soon as possible

for care and treatment if you suspect your dog has frostbite.

   - Snow and ice are never a substitute for fresh water, as it requires a great deal of energy to break down into water, and the cold is bad for your dog. Always provide fresh water for your dog.

   - A brisk walk during the cold weather is a great pick-me-up and may be a necessity to relieve cabin fever in some parts of the country. If your dog gets wet from the rain or snow, dry him off, and clean out the area in between the footpads. Rock salt can irritate the footpads, so be sure to rinse and dry paws after taking a walk.

   - Be extra careful if you walk your dog near frozen lakes or rivers. Your dog could slip and become trapped in the icy waters.

   - Antifreeze is a dangerous substance for your dog. It tastes sweet to your dog, who may lick up a spill, so clean up any antifreeze in the garage or driveway and keep containers out of reach. If your dog ingests any amount of antifreeze, contact

your veterinarian immediately. Even small doses of antifreeze can be lethal.

   - Many dogs will naturally seek out a warm spot by the fire. Be sure to have an adequate fire screen in place, so sparks do not fly out and injure your dog. Portable heaters can severely burn your dog as well, so keep them out of your dog's

reach.

                     Compiled by Bob Snare

                     rcdeagle@ix.netcom.com

                                                           IAADP

      ( International Association of Assistance Dog Partners)

Canadian Benefits

 Exciting News - Major Breakthrough!

The International Association of Assistance Dog Partners (IAADP), a cross-disability consumer advocacy organization with more than 1,000 members partnered with guide, hearing and service dogs, is delighted to announce that it has forged a unique relationship with Ayerst Veterinary Laboratories, Canda's foremost supplier of companion animal vaccines.

        Ayerst will provide its vaccines through the veterinary community at no cost to IAADP Partner Members whose assistance dogs require preventive care. Among

the canine biologicals covered are rabies, distemper, parvo combinations Lyme and other boosters. Additionally, IAADP is delighted to announce further partnership with Bayer Animal Health enabling Canadians to take part in a

program similar to the one existing for United States  IAADP Partner Members.

       Bayer will provide Advantage, its flea control, product, through the veterinary community at no cost to IAADP Partner Members.

How Will the IAADP/Ayerst Program Work?

An IAADP Partner Member shows his/her membership card to the veterinarian when the assistance dog requires inoculations. If the vaccine is produced by Ayerst,

the veterinarian will contact the company's sales representative to obtain free replacement product. If necessary, the veterinarian can contact Ayerst

headquarters at 1-800-267-1777.

How Will the IAADP/Bayer Program Work?

An IAADP Partner Member shows his/her membership card to the veterinarian and requests a free supply of Advantage. The veterinarian phones Bayer at 1-800-268-1331, ext. 4902 and speaks with Eva Guirguis requesting replacement Advantage. A Bayer sales representative will drop it off.

Ed Eames, President of IAADP, states: "This new initiative will take some of the financial burden off all Canadians who have decided to improve their independence, safety, mobility and quality of life through working with a guide, hearing

or service dog." Courtney Forrester, Ayerst Director of Marketing, states:

"The company is delighted to take this innovative step in fostering the assistance dog movement in Canada."

Why Join IAADP?

IAADP has members in more than 20 countries. Its overall goal is to foster the assistance dog movement throughout the world. The cost of annual membership is $15 USD and is open to all guide, hearing and service dog partners.

Members receive Partners' Forum, IAADP's award winning publication available in print, on cassette or computer disc, an emergency recovery kit in case the team is separated, free Avid microchip and registration in Avid's lost dog recovery system, reduced registration fees for IAADP's annual conference, and, of course, for Canadian Partner Members, the new Ayerst and Bayer benefits.

A website created in 1997 is visited by several hundred individuals per month. The site, http://www.iaadp.org, contains information about the training and

acquisition of assistance dogs, court cases concerning access to public places and employment, advocacy work, new laws and regulations, IAADP conference, veterinary outreach efforts, and many more ongoing activities. Other member benefits include a writing contest and support and guidance in access

issues.

A membership application can be downloaded from the IAADP website,

http://www.iaadp.org/membership.html,

 by e-mailing or by sending a request

to IAADP c/o

Jana Klepsch, 11318 Sioux, Redford, Michigan 48239.

This is a very accessible web site so GDUC members why not check it out?

Introduction To Leather Care

Caring for your fine leather products is not difficult. There are just a few things to remember. First, leather is an organic material. Yes, the tanning process, if done correctly and well, can help to preserve your leathers but, given the wrong environment or treated badly, leather can mold, mildew and decay.

The general rule of thumb is that, if you are comfortable, your leather products are, too. After exposure to too much cold, heat, moisture, dryness or chemicals, your leather is likely to need a bit of care.

For leather products that will last as long as possible and remain in optimum condition, it should be kept free of excess moisture, heat and chemicals, such as road salt and grime.

If your leather gets wet, place it in a well-ventilated area at room temperature. All straps or pieces that can be laid flat should be. Harnesses, leashes, collars and belts can be hung. Never place your leather products in direct sunlight or on or very near a heat vent or fan. Allow it to dry thoroughly.

Once it is completely dry (24-48 hours), wipe it clean by vigorously rubbing with a soft cloth. Then begin massaging it in your hands and through your fingers. Sometimes, this is all that is needed for your item to regain its suppleness. If you feel a conditioner is needed, we recommend a *lightweight oil conditioner used sparingly. To apply oil, do not use a towel or rag as this will soak up more of your oil than your leather will. Pour a bit into the palm of your hand and rub your hands together. Then massage it into the leather. Wipe the excess off with a soft towel.

If your leather gets dirty, wipe it clean with a damp soft towel and allow to dry. If desired, a mild liquid saddle soap can be used but use it sparingly as too much can soften your leather excessively. Once the leather is dry, apply a small amount of oil or conditioner by rubbing it in with your hands.

If you live in a very hot, very dry, very cold or very humid climate, apply small amounts of oil to clean leather periodically to help keep it in good condition.

                                    Just for Laughs

A wealthy man decided to go on a safari in Africa. He took his faithful pet dog along for company. One day the dog starts chasing butterflies and before long he discovers that he is lost. Wandering about, he notices a leopard heading rapidly in his direction with the obvious intention of having lunch.

The dog thinks, "Boyo, I'm in deep doo-doo now." (He was an Irish setter).... Then he noticed some bones on the ground close by, and immediately settles down to chew on the bones with his back to the approaching cat.

Just as the leopard is about to leap, the dog exclaims loudly, "Man that was one delicious leopard. I wonder if there are any more around here?"

Hearing this the leopard halts his attack in mid stride, as a look of terror comes over him, and slinks away into the trees. "Whew", says the leopard. "That was close. That dog nearly had me."

Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole scene from a nearby tree, figures he can put this knowledge to good use and trade it for protection from the leopard. So, off he goes. But the dog saw him heading after the leopard with great speed, and figured that something must be up.

The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the beans and strikes a deal for himself with the leopard. The cat is furious at being made a fool of and says, "Here monkey, hop on my back and see what's going to happen to that conniving canine."

Now the dog sees the leopard coming with the monkey on his back, and thinks," What am I going to do now?" But instead of running, the dog sits down with his back to his attackers pretending he hasn't seen them yet. And just when they get close enough to hear, the dog says, 

"Where's that monkey? I just can never trust him. I sent him off half an hour ago to bring me another leopard, and he's still not back!!"

Message from the editor; I hope you have found this newsletter informative. In future issues, I would like to have an article about the history of dog guides in North America as well as the beginnings of guiding in Canada. Have any of you an idea or know where I can find such information? I also think it would be interesting to investigate the beginnings of GDUC so that we don't forget the roots from which we sprung. I would also like to run a series about the schools in the US and in Canada. Perhaps one or two per issue therefore if anyone would like to contribute to this end please feel free to do so. While I am sharing my aspirations for Two By Four I would like to continue with the individual profiles of our members so If I contact you and ask you to help out in this way, please don't say no. Have you any dog-related information or stories or humour? Great. Send it along to kwilson@niagara.com or mail it to;   

Kat Wilson,

25 Autumn Place,

                        St. Catharines, Ontario L2P 3W3

        This is your newsletter so send along your contributions.

