Distributed, March 2, 2007 by e-mail.

Good Morning GDUC Members,

Here is the first issue of your newsletter for 2007.

We hope you will enjoy, and will participate in future issues.

Happy Reading!!

TWO BY FOUR

March, 2007

The quarterly publication of Guide Dog Users of Canada.

Editorial Committee: Devon Wilkins, Margaret Thomson, Susan Kerney.

EDITORIAL.

Welcome to the March issue of Two By Four!  In the pages that follow, you

will find a message from our president, details about our upcoming Annual

General Meeting, reports on the organization’s recent activities, and one or

two items purely for your enjoyment.

But this newsletter doesn’t need to be merely a vehicle for the board to

communicate with the membership.  It can be as interactive as you would like

it to be.  Got a letter to the editor, or perhaps even an article to

contribute?  Simply send it to:

info@gduc.ca

and you just might see your name in print.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hi members

Canada just experienced a rough winter and GDUC came through some hard times

too.

WE ARE READY TO GO FORWARD!

OUR MANDATE

To offer peer support and resources to every person working with a guide dog

in Canada.

To educate the general public and government about our rights

Vic, Alan, Susan, Margaret, Chris, Nigel, Devon, Craig and I are working

hard to make this happen.

WE WILL NOT DO IT ALONE!

WE ARE ASKING YOU TO GET INVOLVED!

JOIN A COMMITTEE – RUN FOR OFFICE!

Take a look at the Website and read the Newsletters and Bylaws.

Talk to other members on our Members List

And the Members ONLY ROOM on For the People.

Contact information is in this issue of 2 BY 4.

PARTICIPATE IN THE 2007 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE which will

take place the last weekend of September at the Best Western Roehampton

Hotel in Toronto. There will be many social activities and representatives

from all the Guide Dog Schools will be invited. We are also arranging for

demonstrations of the new Trekker technology.

Last year we heard an inspiring presentation by Michael Hingson who escaped

with his guide dog Roselle from the World Trade Center on Sept. 11 2001.

This theme will continue as we focus on emergency preparedness.

A full information package, resolutions and proxies will be emailed to you

in time to make your travel plans.

Meanwhile, enjoy the spring and summer and those special times with your

wonderful canine companions.

Joyce and Guiness.

LIVER TREATS

(From the Canadian Service Dog list).

Any kind of liver (beef, pork or wild game). Boil for 20 minutes and cut up

afterwards into small pieces.

Preheat oven to 450. Put liver bits on a cookie sheet and sprinkle

generously with garlic powder (NOT GARLIC SALT)

Place in oven and immediately turn oven off. Leave in oven until completely

cool. Store in a covered container.

When I make them, I make lots and store excess in the freezer. I have yet to

meet a dog who wasn't nuts over these and yet they are healthy snacks.

(People

can eat them too!)

Treasurer’s Report submitted Feb 2 2007

General account bank statement:

Oct. 10 to Nov. 10 2006.

Balance forward, $2195.20

Oct.16 cheque for postal box rental $116.00

Monthly bank fee $3.75

Nov. 2. cheque $57.04  services for brailing of AGM materials.

Nov. 6 bank service fee $6.00

Nov.8. cheque $417.80 payment to BestWestern     Roehampton Hotel and Suites

for AGM.

Balance $1594.61

Nov.10. deposit, $90.00

2007 membership dues.

Balance $1684.61

Nov.10 to Dec. 8. 2006.

Balance forward, $1684.61

Dec.1. monthly bank fee, $3.75

Balance, $1680.86

Dec. 8 2006 to Jan. 10 2007

Balance forward, $1680.86

Jan 2 2007 monthly bank fee $3.75

Jan9 2007 deposit $54.22

Break down of deposit six $5.00 membership dues total amount $30.00

Donation from United Way, $10.92

Cheque from Bestwestern Roehampton Hotel and Suites over payment for AGM

2006 $8.30

Balance $1731.33

Wellness fund Trust

Oct.     26 2006 Nov. 24 2006

Balance forward $7889.92.

Oct. 30 bank service fee $6.00

Nov1. monthly bank fee, $3.75

Balance $7880.17

Nov24 to Dec22 2006

Balance forward $7880.17

Dec. 1 monthly bank fee $3.75

Balance $7876.42

Dec 22 2006 to Jan26 2007

Balance forward $7786.42

Jan2 2007 monthly bank fee $3.75

Jan9 2007 deposit $15.00 donation

Balance $7887.67

If you have any questions or comments regarding this Treasurer’s Report,

please do not hesitate to contact me by phone or email

Contact information

Email sdkerney@istar.ca

Phone number (416) 391-4106

Susan Kerney, Treasurer Guide Dog Users of Canada

15 REASONS WHY DOGS DON’T USE COMPUTERS

  1.. Can't stick their heads out of Windows XP.

  2.. Fetch command not available on all platforms.

  3.. Hard to read the monitor with your head cocked to one side.

  4.. Too difficult to "mark" every web site they visit.

  5.. Can't help attacking the screen when they hear "You've Got Mail."

  6.. Fire hydrant icon simply frustrating.

  7.. Involuntary tail wagging is dead giveaway they're browsing

www.pethouse.com

instead of working.

  8.. Keep bruising noses trying to catch that MPEG Frisbee.

  9.. Not at all fooled by Chuckwagon Screen Saver.

  10.. Still trying to come up with an emoticon that signifies tail wagging.

  11.. Three words: Carpal Paw Syndrome.

  12.. Because dogs ain't GEEKS! Now, *cats*, on the other hand...

  13.. SIT and STAY were hard enough; GREP and AWK are out of the question!

  14.. Saliva-coated mouse gets mighty difficult to maneuver

  15.. TrO{gO DsA[M,bN HyAqR4tDc TgrOo TgYPmE WeIjTyH P;AzWqS,. (Too Damn

Hard To Type with paws!)

CTA COMMITTEE REPORT.

The Canadian Transportation Agency Advisory Committee has not met in 2006

and will not be meeting until the Fall of 2007, therefore I have nothing to

report to GDUC members at this time.

If a member has concerns about travel regulated by the Federal Government,

please send your comments and concerns to:

Penny Leclair

email:

penny.leclair@rogers.com

or pass messages to the GDUC board members and I am sure I will receive the

message.

respectfully submitted

GDUC representative to CTA advisory committee

Penny

“WHAT’S HAPPENING”?

Update from your GDUC Board:

Who Are We?

There are just nine of us on this current Board and one vacancy . As you

will see, we have learned to embrace multi-tasking.  Our names are:

From Quebec:

Alan Conway   Past President:

-         Alan is a member of the executive committee and  the Wellness

Committee

-          He is also  a member of our Internet Committee and chairs the

committee on international travel.  Thank you Alan.

From Ontario

Chris Moore : Past Chair of the Wellness Fund.

 Although she has passed on that responsibility to Craig, , Chris is still

on the Wellness Fund Committee and will be helping to organize our AGM in

September – Thanks Chris.

Craig Goodenough :  Current Chair of the Wellness Fund.

Craig helps us  with technical problems as well, particularly in the chat

room – thanks Craig.

Devon Wilkins: Chair of the Editorial Committee.

This means that Devon is responsible for organizing this newsletter and

ensuring that we get our articles and information ready in time.

Devon is also researching different ways  to recruit new members for our

organization – thanks Devon.

Joyce Main :  President of the Board.

Joyce chairs the executive Committee.  She liaises with different agencies

and governments at different levels to procure funding. She maintains our

bylaws, and ensures that we are adhering to the regulations and laws of the

country. She  writes letters addressing guide dog issues and chairs our

Board meetings etc – thanks Joyce.

Nigel Rhodes :  Nigel is an active Board member.  He is currently dealing

with some transportation difficulties in Ontario.  Naturally, GDUC will be

supporting him in this issue – good luck, and thanks Nigel.

Susan Kerney :  Susan is our current Treasurer.

  This means that she is responsible for sending out cheques to approved

recipients of  the Wellness Fund.  She also deals with the bank on behalf of

the organization and is totally familiar with all tax regulations pertaining

to a charitable organization like GDUC.

Susan is a member of the Executive Committee, the Wellness Fund Committee

and the Editorial Committee – thanks Susan.

Brian Moore is our  Web Master.  He is a member of GDUC and has been very

busy updating and improving the website and, a wealth of technical

assistance when we need it – thanks Brian.

From Winnipeg:

Vic Pereira:  Vic is our Vice-President.

Vic is also on the Executive Committee, and chairs a very vital Internet

Committee.  He helps us through the process of using the private Board chat

room for our meetings – and gives some of us much needed help with this

technology – thanks Vic.

From St. John’s:

Margaret Thomson:  I am currently the Secretary on this Board.

I am on the Executive Committee as well as the Editorial Committee.

I look after the members’ list as far as e-mail addresses are concerned, and

I’m in the process of getting all relevant information pertaining to the

membership updated.

I write to welcome new members when they first join and would encourage any

of you, if you have any short articles or relevant guide dog information, I’d

be pleased to receive it.

Collectively, Since November, 2006, we have been involved in the following

issues.

 - Expanding membership in GDUC and offering peer support to members as

needed.

- We demanded that the Federal government reinstate the Court Challenges

Program

And, we support international disability rights initiatives.

- Currently, we monitor transportation issues through our participation on

the Canadian Transportation Agency advisory committee.

-         We also established a Private Board room and a Members Chat Room

on “FOR-THE-PEOPLE” – and look forward to meeting you there some time.

To date we have given financial assistance to many guide dog users with

higher than usual veterinary bills, or when their beloved guide dogs have

had to be euthanized.  Anyone can donate to this fund at any time if they

wish – and of course, tax receipts will be issued for all donations.  The

money in this account is used only for the improved health of our dogs, or

to end their lives with dignity.

Remember, this is your newsletter and you can have your say as well.

Remember to look after your dogs during this cold, snowy winter – treat

their paws with care, give them lots of hugs.

Margaret Thomson,

GDUC Secretary.

PAWS International Resource Centre presents

BRAIN TEASER TRIVIA 2007

Come and join us for an evening of fun!

Show us how truly brilliant you are.

Invite your family and friends to make up tables of eight

Saturday, April 28, 2007

Carpenter’s Hall

726 12th Street, New Westminster

Doors Open 6 pm

Door Prize Draw 6:45 pm sharp!

Games Begin at 7 pm

 Light Snacks Provided

No Host Bar

$20.00 per person

Tickets in advance available from:

  Wendy @ 604-464-9133 or Rosamund @ 604-922-9339

All proceeds to benefit the 7th National Guide & Assistance Dog Conference

VIRTUAL BOW WOW POW WOW?

It’s very likely that our faithful guide dogs won’t derive much enjoyment

from it.  After all, they won’t have the pleasure of sniffing someone else … well, you know.  But our human members can certainly take pleasure in conversing with one another in our members’ chat room.

Simply refer to the E-mail you received, which contains the password

required for the chat site, and you’ll have all the information you need to

get started.

From time to time, we will organize special events such as guest speakers,

and discussions of specific topics.  Otherwise, feel free to drop in and

chew the fat with whoever happens to be in there.  The only request we would

make is that you not give the password to anyone else, because that person

may not be a paid-up member, and changing the password is difficult.  Other

than that, you can grab that microphone of yours, and

chat to your heart’s content.

Margaret and Glover.

mailto:margthomson@nl.rogers.com

