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President's Message

Hello GDUC Members,

As always, I would like to start my message by thanking the board of GDUC, the representatives, the chair persons and the committee members and the member volunteers for their hard work and their dedication to the organization.  Without their hard work, we would not have a strong and supportive organization.

In the last issue, I highlighted the work of the 2002-2003 board members, representatives, chairpersons, committee members and member volunteers.

In this message, I would like to introduce the new board and representatives.

The Board Executive:

From Toronto Ontario, Susan Kerney, President.

From Collingwood Ontario, Devon Wilkins, Vice-President.

From Innisfil Ontario, Craig Goodenough, Treasurer.

From St. Catharines Ontario, Kat Wilson, Secretary.

Directors:

From St. John's Newfoundland and Labrador, Margaret Thompson. 

From Kingston Ontario, Vicky Stacknick.

From Toronto Ontario, Joyce Main.

From Ottawa Ontario, Adele Farough.

From Vancouver British Columbia, Penny Leclair.

From Ottawa Ontario, David Farough.

At the beginning of this issue you will find the contact information for your board members along with our website URL, our email address and our postal address.

We can be reached by email, tape, Braille, print or by phone.

Your Representatives for GDUC:

Joyce Main is the ACAT and CTA representative.  Contact Joyce at her email address or write her through our postal address.  Our alternate representative is Penny Leclair.

Rebecca Redmile is our international travel representative.

To maintain continuity, I have asked the same people to chair the committees.

Penny Leclair is the Wellness Fund Committee Chair.

Alan Conway is the International Travel Committee Chair.

David Farough is the Bylaws Committee Chair.

Vicky Stacknick is the new Chair of the Membership Committee.

We need a chair for the AGM committee and a chair for the fund raising committee.

Committee members,

Wellness Fund Committee:  Alan Conway, Nigel Rhodes, Kat Wilson and Craig Goodenough.

Bylaws Committee:  Adele Farough.

We need more committee members.  Contact me if you are interested in serving on one of these committees.

Member volunteers,

Kat Wilson, Editor of the newsletter.

Devon Wilkins, Public Affairs Director.

Website caretakers:  Craig Goodenough and Peter Tesar.

The Vancouver Paws International Guide Dog Conference.

I represented GDUC at the fifth Paws International Guide Dog Conference in October.  I spoke to the conference attendees on the importance of this organization.  With the assistance from two of our western members, Donna Fitzsimmons and Pat Neatby, we set up an information table and handed out our brochures and answered questions about GDUC.  We also had a silent auction to raise funds for our Wellness Fund.  Thank you to those members who kindly donated products for this auction.

We sold several t-shirts.  Thank you Vancouver for your support.

Your Board is looking forward to a busy and productive year.  Please contact your board.  We are the body who runs the organization between annual general meetings.  We look forward to and appreciate your input.

Hug your dogs and travel with confidence.

Sue Kerney,  President and Guide dog Kimba 

Guide Dog Trivia

Category:  Guide Dog History

Question:

Which Canadian province was the first to adopt access legislation that guaranteed access to public places and means of transportation for guide dogs and in what year was that legislation adopted?

Send your answers by email or by tape or Braille.

HELPFUL INFO FROM CHRIS STARK CTA (ITS'S GOOD TO GIVE CTA CREDIT FOR SENDING

THIS TO GDUC)

Canadian Air Transportation Security

Authority is

http://www.catsa.gc.ca/english/travel_voyage/special.htm

The statement about service animals is as follows

Passengers Travelling with Service Animals

You should contact your airline or travel agent in advance to determine

your airline's policy on travelling with service animals.

A screening officer will conduct a visual inspection of your service animal and its harness. The service animal's harness will not be removed;

You may proceed through the metal detector archway with your service

animal;

You will be asked to remove any bags or parcels carried by your service

animal in order for them to be screened by the X-ray machine.

If you wish you can let them know about the situation as it will help

them to improve service. The Canadian Air Transport Security Authority welcomes your interest, and would be pleased to address your inquiries. Please feel free to contact us any time by the method of your choice.

What did GDUC Ever Do For Me?

            This question was put to me at the time the matter of dues was voted on by the membership. Actually the query is legitimate. If we are going to ask even a wooden nickel, we need to consider just what we are doing for the Dog Guide using community. As a group, it is our aim to represent the concerns of all guide dog users no matter where they live in this country. We can't be national in scope unless we have input from all regions. As a member you would have some say in the course that GDUC chooses to take, in years to come and the opportunity to bring matters before the board and membership that are a special concern to you. Therefore we are offering you a voice and the knowledge that one person working alone can do a lot but multiply it by a hundred or a thousand and imagine the possibilities.

 Right now we have a board member from Newfoundland as well as one from British Columbia. This is a big step forward and in the future, we hope for even better representation. 

            Since Guide Dog Users of Canada is still a young organization, there is a real opportunity here to be part of a group that can make a difference in the lives of dog guide users. We have had our Wellness fund up and running now for this past year and have financially aided two guide dogs with serious health problems. This fund is open to all dog Guide users in Canada regardless of being a member with us or not. This fund could help your partner if the need ever arose. I like the idea that we as individuals can contribute to the easing of suffering and the possibility of adding quality time to a working team.

            For the first time in our history GDUC decided to use email, phone or mail for taking a vote when we considered  the matter of dues rather than relying on a vote taken at our Annual General meeting. This was done in order to give all members the opportunity to have a say on that important question. In the future, other votes will no doubt be brought forward to the GDUC membership. If you haven't submitted your dues, you will not be able to vote. That would be a loss for you and for GDUC as well because we need the knowledge that a broad membership can offer.      

Each member receives a copy of 2BY4 the GDUC newsletter full of matters that are of concern to members as well as humor and the chance of getting to know guide dog users from other cities.  This newsletter often brings forward issues that are national in scope with different points of view about these concerns.

Some of you are members of our list serve and use it to discuss situations that come up in your life or to quickly learn information that you need. This list serve is sponsored by Guide Dog Users of Canada and once again is open to all. 

As a member of Guide Dog Users of Canada, I am sure you have had the experience of GDUC supporting an issue with which,  you were not in agreement. I know I have but at least I had a say in the matter.  GDUC offers you an opportunity to express your opinion. It won't always agree with the majority but this is the nature of democracy.

            We have members who are representing us in areas of transportation both federal and International. It is our intention to be a group that makes its opinions heard. Wouldn't it be a good idea if you were a part of this organization and not someone who sits on the sidelines? We need your knowledge and strength and you can benefit from ours. 

We tried to keep the fee as low as we could so that it wasn't out of the reach of most of our citizens. In order to do the work that needs to be done some working capital was a must. Thank you to everyone who has already sent in your cheque. For those who are still wondering about the question, ask yourself if there is a need for a national Dog Guide organization. If the answer is yes, then send in your dues and help us to make a difference.

Send your membership dues by December 31st 2003 to our treasurer;

                     Craig Goodenough,

                    2767 Shering Crescent,

                    Innisfil, Ontario,

                    L9S 1G9

            Thank you for your confidence.

            Kat Wilson

            Secretary GDUC

'Drives Taxpayers Crazy'

'Cars bought in an 'incredible deal' have safety problems and require refitting'

by Andrew McIntosh

Ottawa; The Liberal government's plan to revive VIA Rail has run into trouble, with the cost of 139 new railway coaches having nearly doubled, from $125 million to $235-million, the National Post has learned.

              News of the major cost overruns emerges as David Collenette, the Transport Minister, prepares to ask his colleagues at a Cabinet meeting today for a "significant" injection of additional subsidy money into VIA Rail operations. Among the reasons for the $110-million surge in costs on the "Renaissance" rail car project is that workers had to move the location of the new cars' washrooms, which were deemed unsafe after they were found to offer too little protection to passengers who were inside them during a crash.

Critics said yesterday that the spiraling costs raise serious questions about VIA Rail's operations and about Mr. Collenette's plans for the passenger service, which include the addition of high-speed trains in the next two decades.

                  "This is the kind of stuff that drives taxpayers crazy.  These sorts of stories should wake Mr. Collenette up or his Liberal Cabinet colleagues should wake him up from his train fetish," said James Moore, an opposition Canadian Alliance MP and the party's transportation critic.

                 "His priorities are out of whack.  He has gone from being Transportation

 Minister to being rail minister, handing out non-stop corporate welfare for VIA Rail and Bombardier, while refusing to eliminate the flawed air security tax," Mr. Moore added.

                 Jim Gouk, another Canadian Alliance MP who monitors VIA Rail spending

and activities, said the cars purchased by VIA "were a joke. " On Dec. 15, 2000, VIA Rail announced that it had received government permission to buy 47 passenger coach cars, 20 service cars with a lounge and restaurant and 72 sleeper cars from European manufacturer Alstrom.

                The cars, which were built in the mid-1990s for the British government at a British Alstrom plant but never went into service, were to be shipped to Canada and reassembled and refurbished at a Bombardier plant in Thunder Bay. The total cost for the acquisition and all modifications and upgrades was to be $125-million, VIA Rail news releases said at the time.

               "It was too good a deal to refuse.  We got an incredible deal for the Canadian tax payer," Mr. Collenette told reporters at Montreal's Central Station. Critics immediately questioned the deal, warning the new cars did not meet Canadian standards for collision protection or accessibility for disabled passengers.

                Both VIA Rail and the Liberal government dismissed such concerns. But in testimony before the Commons Transport committee just before Parliament rose for the summer, Mr. Collenette told MPs only 106 of the 139 cars have been modified at the Bombardier facility in northern Ontario.  That work has already cost $165 million.

                Helena Borges, executive director of rail policy at Transport Canada, then testified VIA Rail needed "about another $70 million" to refurbish the remaining 33 cars.

The Transport Minister blamed "cost overruns" on several factors. First, there were "additional unforeseen costs" incurred to adapt the cars for those with disabilities.

                Second, VIA Rail was required to add more crash resistance to the cars.  European rail cars are designed to withstand or resist only 250,000 pounds of thrust in a crash, while Canada uses US standards of 800,000 pounds of thrust resistance.  "There has to be extra strengthening, and there were extra costs associated with that," he said.

                  Third, more safety upgrade work was required than originally thought, including the "adjustment of washroom zones at the ends of the new cars," Mr. Collenette said.  "We found that the placement of the washrooms in the crash zone at the ends of the cars did not afford enough protection for anyone who might be in the washroom when there was an accident.  Therefore, we request VIA adjust the location of the washrooms so that was an additional cost."

                 Finally, the Transport Minister said there "might have been other costs"

 associated with unspecified problems with the bogies, or wheels underneath the train cars.

                Bev Desjarlais, an NDP MP on the transport committee wondered if the growing tab for the rail cars was another example of the problems Canada keeps encountering, when buying other country's cast offs, likening it to the "yellow" or trouble-plagued submarines Canada bought from Great Britain a few years ago.  She demanded Mr. Collenette give an "ultimate end price" for the cars.

               Mr. Collenette initially replied: "We can't give you an ultimate end price."  He did, however, use the information from Ms. Borges to offer the $235-million figure.

Despite the series of safety and other problems and modifications required, Mr. Collenette insisted to opposition MPs: "These cars, frankly, were a steal." He said it would cost taxpayers $400-million to buy as many new rail cars.

               Mr. Gouk of the Canadian Alliance said those figures are very misleading.  He said that European cars have fewer seats than North American-made rail cars, making the Minister's statement a comparison of apples and oranges.

                       PRESS RELEASE

Canadians with Disabilities Win Battle with VIA Rail

"The message is clear, transportation access for Canadians with disabilities

cannot be ignored," said Marie White, Chairperson of CCD.

In a milestone ruling the Canadian Transportation Agency (CTA) confirmed

that VIA's Renaissance trains do not meet the Agency's voluntary code for

rail car accessibility and ordered the railway to make substantive

modifications which will remove obstacles to the mobility of travellers with

disabilities.  The trains as they are now prevent people with disabilities

from travelling.

"The winners in this case are Canadians with disabilities," said Pat

Danforth, Chairperson of CCD's Transportation Committee.  CTA has withstood

numerous challenges from a powerful corporation and taken a stand in support

of what is right-accessible transportation services.  Today's decision sends

a signal to other carriers-ignoring Canada's laws which uphold the equality

rights of Canadians with disabilities will not be tolerated.

"Canadians with disabilities stood up to Goliath (VIA Rail) and have won the

fight.  The Canadian Transportation Agency has remained true to its mandate

and has ordered VIA to makes these cars accessible," said Eric Norman, a

member of CCD's Transportation Committee.

"People with disabilities will not accept second-class citizenship.  We now

want accessibility regulations for all federally regulated modes of

transportation in order to ensure another debacle similar to the Renaissance

car purchase does not occur," said Danforth.

"The Canadian Transportation Agency has ordered massive changes to the

trains.  This is an unprecedented ruling and people with disabilities are

now assured that public services must be accessible," said David Baker,

legal counsel to CCD.

The CTA decision can be found at www.cta-otc.gc.ca   Go to the website and

click on rulings.

For More Information Contact:

David Baker     416-533-0040 ext. 222                       

 Marie White     709-739-8233

Pat Danforth     613-521-3400 ext. 264                       

Laurie Beachell   204-947-0303

Eric Norman     709-256-8630

Belated Birthday wishes go to Ivy who is Adele Farough's Partner. Hope you had a perfect Birthday Ivy.

Happy Birthday as well to Tang, guide to Vicky Stacknick

                                                To Jake, Guide to John Morris

                                                To Glover, Guide to Margaret Thomson

                                                To Vinnie, Partner of Shirley Taylor

                                                To Jimmie, partner to Karen Van Oyen

                                                To BJ, partner to Brenda Anderson

                                    to Kilo, partner to Penny Leclair 

  And finally  to Jimmie, Karen Van Oyen's partner 

            We hope that all of you have a wonderful birthday with no calorie treats. Nothing is fattening on your birthday.

New Member 

Vicky Stacknick & Tang

Jennifer Harrington & Carli

Margaret Thomson & Glover

Shirley Taylor & Vinnie

Pat Neatby & Pederson

I would also like to welcome back members who got lost in the shuffle somehow. It's good to be in contact with Nayla Farrah and her partner Dee as well as Chris Chamberlin and guide, Captain.

Hickory settles it

This past week was an unusual time for me as my days were all messed up and I went grocery shopping on a Thursday rather on a Wednesday the way I normally do.

    Hickory and I were really into the question of what we needed that week. I was pulling my shopping cart with my right hand while hanging on to Hick's harness with the other. Hickory had taken me to a display of bananas that were reduced due to the general public's preference for green bananas. Both Ralph and Hickory like their fruit with the glow of ripeness clearly visible or in Hick's case smell able, so we were feeling very lucky.

    The lettuce was crisp and the asparagus inviting. Hickory wagged happily as some of each made its way into our cart. I better explain that the store was fairly crowded. Everyone and their monkey's uncle seemed to be stocking up after the power outage so that Hickory was doing a fine job of taking me around a group of shoppers disfiguring ear after ear of corn. She then led me and my goodie cart between a clerk stocking the broccoli and a careful senior choosing only the best mushrooms. Hickory was in fine fettle and looked up at me with that "See Ma, Aint I smart look" on her face. Of course I agreed that she was but just so she wouldn't get too confident I told her that I needed some chicken breasts without the bones. I secretly chuckled to myself because I knew darned well that she couldn't tell boneless chicken breasts from chicken legs or wings or just plain backs. This would show her I thought as she confidently took me over to the meat section of the store. Passing the ground beef she trotted, beyond the pork chops and rosy pink hams, ignoring the hot dogs and the bacon too she approached the chicken counter with deliberate ease. Nose directed upward she made her way until she came abruptly to a halt in front of, you guessed it, the boneless chicken breasts. "Who told you that?" I stammered as I selected a perfect package of chicken and put it in my cart and prepared to move on.

 "Hickory, Shredded wheat." but what was this? Some woman had taken that lovely package of chicken out of my cart and put it back on the counter. She was adamant that I buy the chicken legs as they were on sale. She spoke little English and I speak no Italian so what was I to do. She might know no English but prices she did know and chicken legs were the best buy that day. She put a big package of chicken legs into my cart and so help me, I believe she expected to be praised for her smarts, much as Hickory a few minutes before. 

    I had other ideas and rummaged around in my cart until I located the offending chicken tray and put it back on the counter and retrieved my chicken breasts. "White meat," I explained pointing at Hickory's winter white coat, "White meat!"

    Once again the lady removed my selection from its home and returned it to the counter. This time she put a package of chicken breasts in my cart complete with bones skin and a generous helping of fat. Hickory watched as the package was once again returned to the shelf and I retrieved my skinless, boneless and I will add fatless chicken to my cart. The poor woman must have felt really frustrated. I could tell that she was determined to help if it killed her and me into the bargain. 

    She thought quickly and picked up a whole chicken and was about to put it in my cart and remove my precious selection when Hickory placed herself between the Good Samaritan and my cart. If she moved one way Hickory was there before her. If she made a fake to the right, Hickory's happy face got there first. I gave the forward command and we moved off leaving an indignant helper in my wake tenaciously clutching her naked bird.                    

        "Sometimes people just wont be helped," she no doubt thought as she watched Hickory take me along to the cereal aisle. 

    As for Hickory she stopped for the shredded wheat then directed my attention to the Cheerios, one of her favourites. I had all the help I needed.

                                   Dear Dogs:

When I say to move, it means go someplace else, not switch positions with

each other so there are still two dogs in the way.

The dishes with the paw print are yours and contain your food. The other

dishes are mine and contain my food. Please note, placing a paw print in the

middle of my plate and food does not stake a claim for it becoming your food

and dish, nor do I find that aesthetically pleasing in the slightest.

The stairway was not designed by Nascar and is not a racetrack. Beating me

to the bottom is not the object. Tripping me doesn't help, because I fall

faster than you can run.

I cannot buy anything bigger than a king size bed. I am very sorry about

this. Do not think I will continue to sleep on the couch to ensure your

comfort. Look at videos of dogs sleeping, they can actually curl up in a

ball. It is not necessary to sleep perpendicular to each other stretched out

to the fullest extent possible. I also know that sticking tails straight out

and having tongues hanging out the other end to maximize space used is

nothing but doggy sarcasm.

My compact discs are not miniature Frisbees.

For the last time, there is not a secret exit from the bathroom. If by some

miracle I beat you there and manage to get the door shut, it is not

necessary to claw, whine, try to turn the knob, or get your paw under the

edge and try to pull the door open. I must exit through the same door I

entered. In addition, I have been using bathrooms for years, canine

attendance is not mandatory.

The proper order is kiss me, then go smell the other dogs butt. I cannot

stress this enough. It would be such a simple change for you.

Rules for non pet owners who visit and like to complain about our pets.

1. The dog lives here. You don't.

2. If you don't want dog hair on your clothes, stay off the furniture.

3. I like my dog a lot better than I like most people.

4. To you, she's a dog. To me, she's an adopted daughter who is short, hairy

walks on all fours and doesn't speak clearly.

5. **Dogs are better than kids. They eat less, don't ask for money all the

time, are easier to train, usually come when called, never drive your car,

don't hang out with drug-using friends, don't smoke or drink, don't worry

about buying the latest fashions, don't wear your clothes, don't need a

gazillion dollars for college, and if they get pregnant, you can sell the

pups.

The same applies to cats, except they ignore you until you are asleep.

Report of the International Travel Committee September 30, 2003            Alan Conway

Until very recently, I was actually uncertain as to whether I would have a report to give to this meeting, but certain developments have changed that situation.  A British friend named David Kent contacted me several months ago because he wants to visit Canada and take advantage of the recently announced pet travel scheme, according to which guide dog handlers are supposed to be able to travel to and from the UK with their dogs, as long as they meet certain requirements.  Similarly, He also hoped he would be able to have his dog in the cabin of the aircraft on his return.  When we began exploring the matter, the situation turned out to be anything but clear-cut.  We discovered, for example, that he would be able to have his dog in the cabin with him when he left the UK, but would have to put him in the cargo hold for the return trip.

     This situation is, of course, not acceptable, so we began looking at what might be done to correct the problem.  While going through my email one day, I came across a message from Michael Osborn, who is an American interested in working to improve the travel situation for guide dog handlers visiting UK with their dogs.  He sought information on the experiences of guide dog handlers with long-hall flights and I was happy to write about my travel experiences in Europe during the summer of 2002.  Mike's interest in this matter and willingness to cooperate in any effort to improve the above-mentioned situation gave me the impetus to pursue my work on the subject.

     The need for further work on this matter became clear when we learned that a veterinarian who works at Heathrow Airport told a friend of Mr. Kent's that she was absolutely unaware of any ruling from the Department of the Environment, food, Rural Affairs and Agriculture to the effect that a guide dog would have to travel under such conditions.  I therefore contacted Ken Rosenthal, president of The Seeing Eye, to learn about work the school had undertaken in this matter.  I learned that as a member of the International Federation of Guide Dog Schools, Seeing Eye was attempting to convince British authorities that a guide dog should accompany its handler in the cabin when flying.  An additional factor has further complicated the situation, since the British Guide Dogs Association feels that a guide dog travels better in the hold of an aircraft if the length of the trip exceeds five hours.  Of course, this begs the question as to whether or not the dog would experience even more stress when separated from its handler.

     It would seem, however, that there is some hope for a compromise that will at least serve as a stopgap       measure until we can achieve our ultimate objective, the elimination of this unnecessary barrier to travel.  Certain airlines may agree to transport the dog in the cabin of the aircraft as long as it is crated and it would seem that the British authorities might accept such an arrangement.  Although the approach is far from ideal, it might still allow the handler to check on the dog occasionally.  Of course, the long-term objective must be the removal of this barrier.

     Another matter of concern to me involved something I had seen quite a while ago on a French-language guide dog list.  The author of the original message was under the impression that Air France had a policy in place according to which its pilots could refuse to transport guide dogs if they felt that the dog's presence in the cabin might represent a safety risk during turbulence.  It seemed to me that any airline serving Canada had an obligation to respect our legislation.  I contacted the Canadian Transportation Agency to see if our own people knew of this policy.  I suggested in my request that such a situation was definitely in violation of the spirit of our legislation.

     The request for information that I made could not be handled as a simple request at the time and it was decided that it had to be treated as a complaint.  I am happy to say that further investigation showed that no such a policy exists.

     Other members of GDUC have shown an interest in matters related to international travel and Chris and Marie Stark have written an excellent article on the matter.  Among other things, they have recommended that we be able to have some kind of indication in our passports that our dogs are guide dogs.  We would like to present this document to the appropriate authorities, but have difficulty finding someone who can do it.   Speaking personally, although I would like to do so, I have to be available to interpret and might well be asked to work during such a presentation.  I therefore ask that anyone who feels competent to discuss such matters and would be available to attend a sitting of the Standing Committee on Human Rights and the Status of Persons with Disabilities should contact me through the Board of Directors.  I will then be happy to make arrangements to see if the Committee will hear our presentation.

     I would like to conclude my report by asking that anyone who has an interest in international travel issues for guide dog handlers and wishes to devote time to them contact the new Board of directors.  We live in a society that is becoming increasingly mobile.  If we as people with disabilities and guide dog handlers do not insure that we can travel as others do, we will only continue to erect barriers to our professional activities.  We can be successful if we co-operate with one another

     Respectfully submitted:

     Alan Conway 

International Travel Committee

     Guide Dog Users of Canada

                               Meet your new Board

Your President. Susan Kerney

I live in Toronto with my husband of 30 years and my third guide dog Kimba a little black lab from Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind. I have two grown children.  Yes, we are empty nesters. My educational background is in the behavioural sciences for humans but my interest is in the behavioural sciences for canines.

             My hobbies are researching topics for guide dog trivia, reading and

gardening. For relaxation I swim and walk. I joined Guide Dog Users of Canada in 1999 my active participation was with the Toronto group, first as the Secretary then as the President.  In 2001 I assisted the Toronto group in putting on a guide dog conference dealing with travel. In 2001 I became the vice-President of the national organization, in January of 2002,  I stepped in to the position of President.   At the 2002 AGM I was voted in as president, I am now serving my last year of a two year term. I hope to be working with a guide dog for many more years.

Hug your dogs.

Sue Kerney  President.

                        Devon Wilkins

Hi, everyone.  I'm Devon Wilkins, your Vice-President, and Public Affairs Director.  I've been a guide dog user for 11 years, receiving both my dogs just prior to my birthday.  What wonderful, furry presents they were!  Since becoming a guide dog user, my life has totally gone to the dogs, and Sally and Oak are definitely to blame.  As well as being involved with GDUC, I am now the editor of The Harness, a co-leader of the Dog Guide Handlers of Simcoe/Muskoka, and the first non-American board member of the International Association of Assistance Dog Partners.  And you know what?  I'm loving every minute of it.  If I can be of help in any way with regard to GDUC, or dogs in general, you can contact me either at theharness@georgian.net, or (705)-444-4512.

              Craig Goodenough

Craig is in the second year of his term as GDUC Treasurer. He also looks after the GDUC website and the list serve. Thanks to Craig's efforts the membership can purchase really gorgeous golf shirts complete with the GDUC logo on the front and a representation of four paw prints with two-foot prints on the back. Give Craig a call if you are interested. His email can be found at the top of this newsletter.

       Craig and Hearst have been together since they were matched at the Lion's Foundation in Oakville, Canine Vision, earlier this year. Craig's experience with computers and his innovative ideas have been a fine asset to the board over the past year.

Kat Wilson

            By the way the Kat is short for Kathleen and is spelled with a "K". If you must call me Kathy I will answer but there's no guarantee what I will say. Family members are permitted this exemption but anyone else just beware.

            I graduated from Brock with a degree in psychology and English and a marriage license. The license has proven of more worth than the degree but then what does a red head know. As you can tell I find a lot of enjoyment from writing and singing is a real thrill for me too. Of course Hickory may have another idea concerning the last statement. 

            I have been your secretary for almost two years and have, for the most part, enjoyed the work. I receive interesting emails and I feel useful. What more could I ask? If you want to blame anyone for the calibre of your News Letter 2BY4 then seek no further but lay your criticisms at my door. I promise you not to bite, as it is important to me that our organization has the best journal I can put together. Also like Hickory, I am not known to be at all aggressive.

            Hickory is my first dog guide and we met at the Lions Foundation back in April of 1999. One of the first things she did was raid my fruit basket, leaving me nothing!  She topped that by taking my coffee. How could I not be totally beguiled and bewitched by this popcorn coloured Scallywag?  Since then we have been inseparable and this is how we like it.  She's my sunshine and the cream in my coffee. Further more she laughs at my stories and knows that life is a bowl of cherries and so we eat them all, pigs that we are.

Kat & Hickory

Vicky Stacknick

I am the Kingston President of the Canadian Council of the Blind, and also reside on the Ontario Board of directors, as the Technology/Employment director. Eighteen years ago, I got my first dog from Canine Vision Canada. My picture is plastered on quite a few walls at the school. Some other dogs names were: Jeb, Sabra, Shadow and briefly, Aspen. Tang is my present dog, and by far the best one. One of my previous dogs had a hip problem, but she was too young to get a hip replacement, making it impossible for her to live in a multi-level place. I am hoping that they get the support group, where we were going to help new guidedog users with problems or questions that they might have.

Penny Leclair

Penny Leclair, and Kilo  a black lab, live in Surrey BC. Kilo is Penny's first guide dog; she started working on August 23, 1998.

Penny is chair person of the GDUC wellness fund committee . She is a regular contributor to the GDUC list serve She writes letters advocating for equal access for all. Penny is deaf-blind and received Kilo from Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind.

                            JOYCE MAIN

GDUC BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE , 2003 - 2004

ACAT AND CTA REPRESENTATIVE

BALANCE VICE- CHAIR - 2003 -2004

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

ONTARIO TEACHING CERTIFICATE

B. A. -POLITICAL SCIENCE, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION & ACCOUNTING

DELOITE & TOUCHE- HUMAN RIGHTS, DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT

ONTARIO GOVERNMENT

EFFECTIVE CONSULTING, GROUP FACILITATION, MEDIA RELATIONS

WORKPLACE SAFETY AND BENEFITS, , GRIEVANCE POLICY AND PROCEDURES, CONFLICT

RESOLUTION

WORK HISTORY

ONTARIO TEACHER - 23 YEARS

CIBC, REVENUE CANADA, INDUSTRY CANADA, ONTARIO GOVERNMENT, BOOST , CANADA

WORKS MANAGEMENT - 20 YEARS

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

ONTARIO LEGAL CLINICS-16 YEARS

CO-OP FOUNDATION - 3 YEARS

DISABILITY RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS - EXECUTIVE OFFICE, CHAIRPERSON OF COALITIONS AND COMMITTEES  - 35 YEARS

WOMEN'S RIGHTS NETWORKS - 10 YEARS

APPOINTMENT TO SUDBURY & MANITOULIN HEALTH COUNCIL

APPOINTMENT TO SUDBURY & MANITOULIN HOUSING AUTHORITY

APPOINTMENT TO LAURENTIAN UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS COMMITTEE

APPOINTMENT TO ONTARIO TRAINING AND ADJUSTMENT BOARD

PERSONAL PROFILE

Joyce  Main

I have three children and three grandsons.  Over the last twenty years, I have been privileged to work with three terrific dogs from Guiding Eyes for the Blind, Yorktown Heights, New York.  I graduated with Dallas in 1980.

She worked with me 10 years and lived in retirement another two years. Irish, my second dog is still living with my son and his family in Central Ontario.  She will be 15 years old this coming February.  In 2001 I graduated with Raquel.  We bonded in training and now, besides being a

reliable worker, she is my companion and confidante.

In my leisure time, I enjoy solving puzzles, mysteries, tandem bike riding and swimming. Music and the arts are very important in my life as well.

Margaret Thompson

I was born and educated in Scotland, and immigrated to Canada in 1973, since when I have lived, worked, volunteered and continued my university education in St. John's, NL and University of Manitoba, Winnipeg.

            I have been employed as a computer programmer with the provincial government.

            I was employed as a Secretary/p.r. person with CNIB.

- I have worked in various departments of the federal government, including the personnel office of the Taxation Centre, an Employment Assistant with HRDC, and in Human Resources with the Public Service Commission of Canada.

          In several of these employment situations, I worked closely with the various Employment Equity/ Affirmative Action programs which, at the time, were promoted to facilitate the employment of various minority groups, i.e., aboriginal peoples, visible minorities, women in non-traditional areas of

employment and persons with disabilities.

           In the past, I have volunteered on the Board of Civic #4, (a residential group home for persons with disabilities), when I was the Secretary on the Executive Committee;

           I was involved in a small, but active group of women with disabilities who promoted making the local transition house more accessible for women with disabilities;

           I have been on the local CNIB Board of Directors for about 20 years, and have held positions on the P.R. Committee, Communications Committee, held the Chair of the Client Services Committee for approximately 14 years. I just stepped down from being  Chair of the Divisional Board of Directors, but am still Past Chair.

           I represent this province on the National Client Services Committee, the CNIB Library Board (including the Library's Advocacy Committee) and, am also on the National General Council and have just been invited to join the National Board.

Other activities have included being on the Canadian Braille Authority, an organization that promotes and encourages the

 teaching/learning and use of Braille.

           I spent about two years teaching a multi-disabled child, motivating him to learn Braille and learn other concepts, which gave him a greater quality of life. I have participated in activities at a camp for parents and their children with vision problems. I have given extensive numbers of presentations to groups as diverse as Brownies, Beavers, School children (at the Junior and Secondary Levels).  I have given presentations to medical students, nursing students, Education

students and  social work students at Memorial University.

I have also given presentations and some specific training to

 Airline Staff, hotel staff and others. I did participate on a small Access to Information Group as part of the Council of Canadians with Disabilities, and am currently a member of the

Coalition of Disabled Persons in the St. John's region. I have also had the opportunity to meet with government representatives to discuss issues relevant to consumers with vision problems. I recently participated in several workshops, which were given to the employees of the Human Resources & Employment department of the provincial government.  This was not only an interesting, but a very rewarding

experience where I was able to meet people with other disabilities and from whom I learned of the different problems/issues they encounter.  I am pleased, therefore, to be part of a group of provincial organizations for

and of persons with disabilities who hope to improve programs for disability-related supports, including improvements to local libraries, for a growing sector of the population who will experience vision deterioration

over the next few years.

             I have just returned from California with Glover, a yellow, male Labrador, who is my fifth guide dog.  I have always had guide dogs, and feel that this has contributed to my independent life style

                                                                 Margaret

.

                     Adele Farough

Adele Rousselle-Farough is a native of the Ottawa Valley, and resides in

Ottawa, Ontario.  She is a graduate of Carleton University with degrees

in General Arts (including Linguistics) and Music, and is currently

partnered with her third guide dog from The Seeing Eye, a female yellow

Labrador retriever named Ivy.

Adele and Ivy work in the Official Languages Division of Canada Customs

and Revenue Agency.  Adele teaches English as a Second Language (ESL),

and provides translation and text-revision services.  Ivy provides

excellent guide services to Adele, and entertains other staff members

when she thinks her handler isn't watching!

            David Farough

I have been a member of GDUC for approximately four years now.  I joined

as an associate member about  seven months before I got my First Guide

Dog, Donovan from The Seeing Eye.  I have been a member of the finance

committee and last year I was elected to serve my first term as a member

of the board of directors of GDUC.  At our October AGM was re-elected

for a subsequent term.  I currently serve on the board of Directors of

Ski Hawks Ottawa, and previously served as a member of the board of

directors of the Condominium where Adele, my wife, and I, used to live.

I have had some experience with other organizations and have some

knowledge of different approaches to the formulation of bylaws.  I hope

that this background will be of some use to the organization in the

years to come.

                                                Recipes

            Those of you who attended the Annual Meeting on October 4th, received a bag of goodies from Hickory and I. Did your partner like them? If so here is the recipes and we hope you'll try them. Hickory and I sold them at a church Bazaar and we completely sold out so you know they must be worth trying at least once. My husband Ralph especially likes the cheese bones dunked in his tea. K&H

Cheese bone Dog Cookies

2 cups unsifted all-purpose flour

1 & ¼ cups shredded cheddar cheese

2 cloves of garlic finely chopped

½ cup vegetable oil

4 & ½ to 5 tablespoons of water

Mix flour, cheese, garlic, and vegetable oil in the container of your food processor. Cover and whirl until the mixture is the consistency of course meal. Slowly add the water until the mixture forms into a ball.

Divide your dough into twelve equal parts and roll out to a thickness of ½ inch. Cut out with a bone cookie cutter (I bought mine at the bulk barn at the Pen Centre but any cookie cutter will do. Hickory says the bigger the better. Place the bones on an ungreased cookie sheet and bake from 10 to 15 minutes at 400" or until bottoms of bones are lightly browned. Cool on wire wrack then store in the fridge in an airtight container. Freezes well.

                                                Molasses Chewies

3 cups whole-wheat or rye flour

3 cups uncooked oatmeal

½ cup plain wheat germ

6 tablespoons of margarine

 ¼ cup of molasses

1 cup of evaporated milk

1 cup of water

Thoroughly blend all of your dry ingredients together.

Now cream together your margarine & molasses until smooth combine with the milk and the water and mix with your dry ingredients by slowly adding the wet  mixture to the dry and mixing until all is blended together. Mix until dough is stiff. Refrigerate for ½ an hour. Roll the dough into balls and place on a greased cookie sheet and flatten with a fork. Bake in a 300" oven for an hour and cool the treats before storing. 

                                    Service Animal Workshop

I have put together some of the items I addressed at the Service Animal

Workshop, sponsored by Transport Canada, held in Ottawa October 31.

Most of the input I gave related to improving accessibility for people who

are deaf-blind.

This workshop was focused on the needs of service animals, so that we didn't

cover all accessibility of those who are blind.

Even so, some topics did come up that are not specific to service animals,

and I provided my personal opinions on a few topics.

Finding your way from the check in counter, on to the plane, My input is

that I used to be able to get a security pass for a family/friend to assist

with communication, this person used to be able to accompany me onto the

plane to orient me and answer any questions the crew members had. I

experienced, in the last few years, that the Ottawa and Vancouver Airports

will no longer allow this. So that is an issue, since the person who is

deaf-blind, able to travel independently, once they have been oriented and

settled, needs to be given accommodation. If this is no longer to be done,

because of increased security measures, then one person should assist from

the check in counter on to the plane, we should not be handed off to several

staff/volunteers. As we work with one person to establish some type of

communication, it is unfair and stressful for us to be working with more

than one person. This "handing off" is time consuming, because we must

explain, again, how they can communicate with us at some basic level.

I also addressed the issue that once I reserve a ticket by phone the

itinerary that comes through my email does not include my request for

special assistance. I feel this information should be provided to each

customer who re guests special services, so that we are assured that the

appropriate information is recorded in the system. Currently we don't know

if what we have requested has been acknowledged, and often we find that when

we get to the check in counter the bulk-head seat was not arranged, or our

request for ground assistance has not been provided.

I suggested a category be established for special needs that would be

completed and provided to the customer when the itinerary is emailed.

The last suggestion I provided was sensitivity to giving more accurate

instruction for when we are going through security. We could feel the wand

to know that an officer is going to begin to use it and be better prepared.

When we are told to walk through the security arch, the person could

indicate how many steps they want us, our guide dog to go forward. Instead

of just telling us to go, say please go forward about 10 steps, that gives

us an idea how much room is between us and the other end of the arch. This

gives us more independence to move without someone pulling us from behind to

stop our going forward..

We discussed many issues, the workshop will result in a document that each

person will receive, we can share this with community groups.

I felt this workshop was extremely well done, I know we had lots of issues

to share, and solutions to offer.

The hotel was excellent with accessibility. I commend the organizers for a

job well done.

Penny

DOG CRUISE OCTOBER 25-NOVEMBER 1, 2003

I decided to take this dog cruise when I first heard about it at the blind camp.  Daun Flynn from Travel Depot in Arkansas USA did the first dog cruise in March 2003 and it was a real success.

Holland America is the cruise line and the name of the ship is the Volendam.  I was so excited I checked out the web site at hollandamerica.com. 

Xebec, my guide dog and I flew to Ft Lauderdale on Saturday Oct 25 early in the morning.  We arrived at 9:30  and then took a cab to Everglades Pier to board the Volendam.  Now there  was 57 people in our group with 17 service/guide dogs.  Xebec needed his health certificate and vaccination update.  Xebec my guide dog also received Frontline, which is used for ticks and fleas, a donation from Dog school in California Saint Raphael.

We met our cabin stewards at 1:30 when we had access to our stateroom.  He was afraid of the dog.  I assured him that Xebec was gentle and would not harm him.  Our rooms were a fair size with 2 twin beds and desk couch 4 cupboards and washroom with shower.  We unpacked and I took Xebec to the potty area, on the third  deck.  He checked it out and there was no problem he did his business.  The potty area had 2 boxes.  I would estimate that they were 3 ft by 5 ft with grass changed on a daily basis.  The landmark was a wind chime at the end of the stern (back of the ship).  The potty area improved by the middle of the week with disinfectant and garbage cans next the area.

I went to dinner at 6:00 seating and asked for assistance to the table.  I had 2 other guide dogs at my table and they were well behaved under the table.

Xebec and I checked out the nightly entertainment and then I took him out at 10:00 to the potty area where he did his business.

Sunday Oct 26/03

We had a meeting with the dog cruise group re the program for the day.  It was suggested that the program be put on a hotline in case we forget the daily activities.  Holland America is working on it.  There are Braille menus and talking/talking elevators. 

We were at Half Moon Cao in the Bahamas and we spent the day at the beach and lunch barbeque.  This island is owned by Holland America and no one lives here.  You can go parasailing or do other off shore excursions.  I wanted to have Xebec and myself swim in the ocean.  We had a tram ride on the island to the beach where it was quiet for the dogs.  When Xebec had his harness removed and leash untied, he knew he was on vacation.  What a joy to hear him swim in the ocean. The weather was perfect; sunshine 82 degrees and the water was perfect for swimming.

I also should mention that the way we port in Half Moon Cao is by tender, a boat that takes you from the ship.  I used my CNIB card for identification to get back on ship, photo id.  We also got beach towels from the ship to take to the beach.

Monday  We were at sea all day.

Tuesday

We arrived at Grand Cayman.  The dogs were not able to get off ship, I made arrangements for Robin the dog handler to take Xebec out to the potty area and for a walk.  I went on the Glass Bottom Boat and that was for 1 ½ hrs.  The 2 tour guides were quite informative re the fish and coral.  After,  I went shopping with a friend, Janet, from California who has a therapy dog, Bo. We went shopping in Grand Cayman and tasted some rum cakes.  After that we went to the 7 mile beach by local bus.  What a beautiful beach and nobody there!  We swam for 1 hour and then returned to the ship by local bus.

Sea.  

I was filmed around the pool asking for assistance to a table.  Holland America is doing a public relations video for service dogs and guide dogs.

I also went to the awards ceremony for people who received awards for 25 days to 700 days.  I know I was on a cruise when I was a baby when I immigrated to Canada on Holland America the Ryndam.  What a difference in the ships now!

Xebec was having a problem with the potty and he would not go in it.  I asked the dogs handlers to help .  Robin assisted by taking him right in the box together.  The box was being disinfected in and outside the area  and grass was being changed daily.  Within a day, Xebec overcame the problem and I was able to take him again. No problem.

We had a cultural event in the entertainment area late at night done by the staff on board.  The staff is from Indonesia and the Philippines.  Our cabin steward Sugge sang a solo  and I thought  that  he needs to give up his day job.  What a voice!

Thursday

We were in Cozumel.  I arranged for a catamaran for an off shore excursion and Robin the dog handler took care of Xebec.  In fact they allowed the dogs to go for a run in the gym. Why not!!!!  I went sailing and swimming in Cozumel. After that I got Xebec and we went for a swim in Cozumel at the beach, luckily there was a beach close tot the ship.  Whenever I was off ship with Xebec, I made sure he got relieved in the natural environment. 

Friday

We are at key west from 12-6pm The original plan was to take the trolley tram to the beach, but the organizer said there was a bacteria chemical spill in the ocean.  The change of plans was to go to town with the dogs and have a few drinks.  The trolley tram driver was quite entertaining.

Friday evening, I saw my cabin steward and he was not afraid as much, he asked many questions about Xebec  being a guide dog.

Saturday

We returned to Toronto early. Xebec and I had our own row in the airplane, and Xebec slept all the way from Florida to Toronto.  I just wanted to get him home for relief as  he wouldn't do anything at the airport.  I guess I was more relieved than he was when he finally went at home.  What a long day!

Oh yes, at customs in Ft Lauderdale, not only do you get a hands on body check, but also so do the dogs. 

My Opinion

 Would I cruise again?  Definitely, I would not change a thing.  Holland America is willing to educate the staff and passengers, for us to travel and I would also say without the dog handlers I could not have made this trip,  Thanks to Daun, who organized this cruise it was a challenge and it paid off with all the hard work.  Daun is preparing a cruise for next year, Alaska in May, Northern Europe in August 11/04 and in October the Mexican Riviera.   Daun Flynn at Travel Depot can be reached by e-mail at daun@traveldepotinc.com or call 1-800-418-4242. 

Happy Cruising!!!!

Lucy and Xebec 

Here are the cruises being offered especially for passengers using service dogs and guide dogs. Sailing anyone?

Cruises - 2004

ALASKA - June 26th,  2004  

1) June 26th - Seattle - Hubbard Glacier - Oosterdam (Holland America)

   Saturday    -  Leave Seattle

   Sunday      -  Scenic cruising Queen Charlotte Islands

   Monday     -  Scenic cruising Stephens Passage

                         Juneau Alaska   1PM - 8 PM

   Tuesday     -  Scenic cruising Hubbard Glacier and Yakutat Bay

   Wednesday-  Sitka Alaska  7AM - 6PM

   Thursday   -   Ketchikan Alaska  7AM - 1PM

   Friday        -   Scenic cruising  Vancouver Island

                         Victoria, British Columbia 8PM - Midnight

   Saturday    -   Seattle

   Rates:

   Inside:                                Outside:                  Balcony:

            MM            $  884.60            G            $1,302.55    BB            $1,534.60

            M            $  931.40            F            $1,367.55    BA            $1,571.65

            L            $  977.55            E            $1,400.05    B            $1,609.35

            K            $1,024.35    DD            $1,432.55    AA            $1,646.40

            J            $1,070.50    D            $1,465.05    A            $1,674.35

            I            $1,116.65    C            $1,497.55    SS            $2,323.70

                                                                                    S            $3,030.50

Port charges $200.00

Government fees and Taxes $43.71

3rd and 4th persons $399.00 plus port charges and taxes.

Deposit $350.00 per person

Final payment due on   April 11th, 2004

Cancel without penalty April 10th, 2004

2) August 1st - Copenhagen, Denmark - Russia - Noordam (Holland America)

   Day 0            Copenhagen  Leave 5PM

   Day 1            At Sea

   Day 2            Tallinn, Estonia      noon - 6PM

   Day 3            St.Petersburg Russia  7AM  - overnight

   Day 4            St.Petersburg Russia  leave 6PM

   Day 5            Helsinki, Finland     6AM  - 5PM

   Day 6            Stockholm, Sweden     7:30AM - 6PM

   Day 7            Visby, Gotland, Sweden 7AM - 1PM

   Day 8            Warmemunde, Germany    7AM - 10PM

   Sea

   Day 10         Copenhagen 7AM

   Rates:

   Inside:    L     $   1,176.31      Outside  G  $1,486.50     

                  K         1,279.41                          FF  1,511.28     

                  J           1,333.10                          F    1,536.06

                  I           1,386.20                     EE 1,560.84

                  H          1,426.91              E    1,586.80

                                                                 D    1,649.93

                                                                 C    1,694.77                                                                                                                                     B    1,795.07

                                                                 A    2,205.71              

Port charges $189.00

Government fees and Taxes $59.79

3rd and 4th persons $1,210.00 plus port charges and taxes.

Deposit $600.00 per person

Final payment due on   May 27th, 2004

Cancel without penalty May 26th, 2004

   3) October 16th - Long Beach, CA - Mexican Riviera - Diamond Princess (Princess)

   Saturday -      Leave Long Beach

   Sunday -        At Sea

   Monday -       At Sea

   Tuesday -       Puerto Vallarta 7AM - 6 PM

   Wednesday -  Mazatlan 7AM - 5PM

   Thursday -     Cabo San Lucas - (Tenders) 7AM - 2PM

   Friday -          At Sea

   Saturday -      Long Beach

   The Diamond Princess is quite a beautiful new ship - very large but

   should be a lot of fun.  The itinerary gives us three sea days for

   classes and one afternoon.

   Rates:

   Inside:                      Outside:                    Balcony:

   JJ            $600.00        FF            $750.00        BB            $  920.00

   I            $620.00        E            $770.00        BA            $  960.00

   II            $640.00        D            $820.00        AC            $1010.00

                                    DD            $840.00        AB            $1060.00

                                                                        AA            $1210.00

Port Charges: $139.00

Government Fees and Taxes: $27.30

Deposit $250.00 per person ($500.00 per cabin)

Final payment due on   July 25th, 2004

Cancel without penalty July 25th, 2004

4) November 20th - Ft. Lauderdale - Eastern Caribbean - Caribbean Princess (Princess)

   Saturday -      Ft. Lauderdale

   Sunday -        At Sea

   Monday -       At Sea

   Tuesday -       St. Thomas  7AM - 6PM

   Wednesday -  St. Maarten 7AM - 5PM

   Thursday -      At Sea

   Friday -          Princess Cays - Private Island - Tenders 9AM - 4PM

   Saturday -      At Sea

   The Caribbean Princess is also a new ship, it has an outdoor theater

   in the pool deck that is supposed to be something. Movies under the

   stars.

   This is a Thanksgiving cruise.

    Rates:

Lucy and Xebec 
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   Day 4            St.Petersburg Russia  leave 6PM

   Day 5            Helsinki, Finland     6AM  - 5PM

   Day 6            Stockholm, Sweden     7:30AM - 6PM

   Day 7            Visby, Gotland, Sweden 7AM - 1PM

   Day 8            Warmemunde, Germany    7AM - 10PM

   Sea

   Day 10         Copenhagen 7AM

   Rates:

   Inside:    L     $   1,176.31      Outside  G  $1,486.50     

                  K         1,279.41                          FF  1,511.28     

                  J           1,333.10                          F    1,536.06

                  I           1,386.20                     EE 1,560.84

                  H          1,426.91              E    1,586.80

                                                                 D    1,649.93

                                                                 C    1,694.77                                                                                                                                     B    1,795.07

                                                                 A    2,205.71              

Port charges $189.00

Government fees and Taxes $59.79

3rd and 4th persons $1,210.00 plus port charges and taxes.

Deposit $600.00 per person

Final payment due on   May 27th, 2004

Cancel without penalty May 26th, 2004

   3) October 16th - Long Beach, CA - Mexican Riviera - Diamond Princess (Princess)

   Saturday -      Leave Long Beach

   Sunday -        At Sea

   Monday -       At Sea

   Tuesday -       Puerto Vallarta 7AM - 6 PM

   Wednesday -  Mazatlan 7AM - 5PM

   Thursday -     Cabo San Lucas - (Tenders) 7AM - 2PM

   Friday -          At Sea

   Saturday -      Long Beach

   The Diamond Princess is quite a beautiful new ship - very large but

   should be a lot of fun.  The itinerary gives us three sea days for

   classes and one afternoon.

   Rates:

   Inside:                      Outside:                    Balcony:

   JJ            $600.00        FF            $750.00        BB            $  920.00

   I            $620.00        E            $770.00        BA            $  960.00

   II            $640.00        D            $820.00        AC            $1010.00

                                    DD            $840.00        AB            $1060.00

                                                                        AA            $1210.00

Port Charges: $139.00

Government Fees and Taxes: $27.30

Deposit $250.00 per person ($500.00 per cabin)

Final payment due on   July 25th, 2004

Cancel without penalty July 25th, 2004

4) November 20th - Ft. Lauderdale - Eastern Caribbean - Caribbean Princess (Princess)

   Saturday -      Ft. Lauderdale

   Sunday -        At Sea

   Monday -       At Sea

   Tuesday -       St. Thomas  7AM - 6PM

   Wednesday -  St. Maarten 7AM - 5PM

   Thursday -      At Sea

   Friday -          Princess Cays - Private Island - Tenders 9AM - 4PM

   Saturday -      At Sea

   The Caribbean Princess is also a new ship, it has an outdoor theater

   in the pool deck that is supposed to be something. Movies under the

   stars.

   This is a Thanksgiving cruise.

    Rates:

