Hi Margaret,

A quarterly report.

Sue and Kimba

----- Original Message ----- 

From: KAT WILSON 

To: Susan Kerney 

Sent: Monday, September 23, 2002 5:56 PM

Subject: GDUC Quarterly Review

Dear GDUC Member,

    We've reached September and it is now almost three months since our AGM and your board would like you to be aware of what has been happening over the summer months. Yes, it's true some of us have been on holiday but still there are things we need to report and matters upon which we need input from you.

    Our president Susan Kerney asked me to consult the membership. She reports that " We have been given a generous gift of a hand knitted afghan to sell tickets on to raise money."  Susan needs to know if our  membership is in favour of this fund raising project. She further adds, "I would also like to get designing the t-shirts."  Sue would like to have the t shirts designed with the GDUC logo in front and two sets of prints on the back- the four paw prints side by side with two foot prints. Please let us know if you are in agreement with these fund raising projects. Do you think that you can sell the tickets on the afghan? Would you be interested in these t shirts? No doubt you are wondering why the sudden interest in making money. It isn't that sudden and the kitty is low. Remember we had expenses connected with the AGM, as well as needed changes to the web site so that it reflects current information and is easier to access. There are costs involved in making tapes for members who are not on email and if we can't raise money somewhere somehow the things that GDUC will be able to carry through will be lessened considerably.

    Our first Vice President Devon Wilkins has been doing press releases. Here is the one written on behalf of the Wellness fund;

WELLNESS FUND ANNOUNCED FOR CANADIAN GUIDE DOG USERS

Guide Dog Users of Canada--GDUC--is pleased to announce the establishment of a Wellness Fund.

Guide dog users living in Canada are eligible to make application to our Wellness Fund Committee for financial assistance if veterinary expenses become too burdensome.  Semi-annual physical examinations and annual vaccinations are not covered.

When sending your letter explaining why you require monetary assistance, please include both the name of the centre where your dog was trained, and the name, address, and phone number of your vet.  Decisions will be made based on your letter of application, information received from your vet, and the money available in our Wellness Fund at that particular point in time.

For further information, or to submit your application, contact Chairperson Penny Leclair at penny.leclair@rogers.com

    Devon also met with representatives from Bayer. This is the company that manufactures Advantage which is a flea treatment for our partners. In the US they provide this product free of charge to Guide dogs and she hoped they would be willing to extend their generosity a bit further.

    Chris Moore our second Vice President is working on a tape to send our non email GDUC members. On this tape will be the first issue of our news letter 'Two By Four',  the report from the AGM that appeared on the list serve, an article about dog laughter, the information the groomer gave those who attended the AGM as well as bylaws and information a member of GDUC needs to know. Thanks to Devon the tapes were provided with out cost. The postage will be free but there will still be the cost of mailers to take into consideration. Kat reports that at the time of writing we have forty three GDUC members  on her new list. We hope that it will continue to grow.

    As mentioned earlier our Web site is in for a face lift. Craig Goodenough and Brian Moore are working on this project. Craig reported that, "  the GDUC  website at http://www.gduc.ca has been put in place:

1) The main page has been updated to remove the clickable image mappings 

- very few of us could actually use them anyways and it just made our 

screen readers do a lot of unnecessary repeating of the same stuff.

2)  The current bylaws for the organization are now online.

3) Our mailing address has been updated to reflect the change in post 

office box

4) The GDUC board member page has been updated to reflect the current 

board and email addresses have been added for most of the board members.

5) The information regarding the HRDC survey has been removed.

6) A direct link to an alphabetical list of known guide dog schools has 

been added. Websites for the schools will be added as I find them 

(Please e-mail me at: epimetheus27@rogers.com if you know of a website 

or school missing from our list)

7) The information for subscribing to our list has been updated to 

reflect our new location.

8) Membership - this page is still under construction and will be added 

as soon as possible

    Brian Moore adds; "Since I am building the online membership application, I will be sure that it complies with w3c guidelines and will test it with a couple of screen readers and large print programs." This is a good change for GDUC to have our website looked after by GDUC members. Thanks Craig & Brian.

    Penny LeClair and her committee has been active this summer offering input to a new fund to keep our dogs healthy that came to her notice. At the moment the guide lines for the Wellness Fund are now set up but changes may be required in future should changes occur that necessitate reexamining them.

    Penny has also set up a new post office Box for GDUC. Our mailing address is now;

                            Guide dog Users of Canada,

                            Meriline P.O.

                            1460 Merivale Rd.

                            Nepean On.

                            K2E 5P0

    Diana has nothing to report from the Member's Corner. Remember, if you have a concern that you want the board to be aware of then give Diana a few lines at; bissett@sympatico.ca  If we don't hear anything, we aren't going to know are we?

    Doreen Yale has agreed to represent GDUC on the CTA and ACAT Committees on behalf of GDUC. For the October meeting only, Mike Yale will be filling in for Doreen as she finds herself unable to attend the meetings. 

    Kat Wilson has been busy writing emails and letters. One, a fund raising letter that was sent to an organization we hope will bare fruit. Another was written on behalf of the Wellness fund and still others were sent to thank members for services rendered. On the email front, everyone who sent in their contact information for the membership list received a personnel acknowledgement. She has also been busy working on that membership list, writing out the minutes from the AGM and this report as well. If you have any comments concerning this quarterly review, please press the reply key and type a few lines.  

    Thank you for taking the time to read and digest this information. 

Best Wishes from,

Kat Wilson & Hickory

Secretary GDUC
